INTRODUCTION

Under the title THE LAITY AS CHRISTIANS BY PROFESSION | have tried to present
Chrigians who congder their whole life & thar vocaion from God. Thear privae, public, family,
working, physicd, spiritua and socid lifeisin line with their fath. | was encouraged to write abook
with such atitle by my more then fifty-year experiencein the ,lay apogtolae’ - bang worker, sudent,
pditicd and rdigious prisoner, physician, and scentigt in the fidd of dinicd reseach and for 28 yeas
chairman d andiond organization d Cathalic Inteleduds.

This experience has convinced me, that till today a nonChrigtian dudidtic attitude towards life
persstsamong non-clericd Chrigtians (laity).

Many Chrigtians - lay people split their lives into two parts. the worldly (physicd, materid,
professord, seallar), andthe spiritual (saaed, church, reigious).

A large number of Christians - lay people mnsider their seaular life and their seaular professon
as less iritual, second class compared with the professon of priests and monks. From their
~reigious' point of view they underestimate their own seadlar professon. They do nd sufficiently
take into acourt, that the seaular sphere of life is the primary, the dominant sphere, in which they
should implement their Chritian conviction.

Drawing on theideas of the Second Vatican Council, | am focusing on three problem areas:

1. Therdeaf Chrigians- lay people (laity) in thecurrent pluralistic, and secularized world.,

2. The unity of the secular and the spiritual spherein life, and

3. The Chridtianization of the secular professons.

In conrection with the Christianization d the seaular sphere of life | repeaedly underline
the necessty for the formatiion d committed Chrigtians. Christians by professon, who at the
moment represent only some per thousand (%00) of the tota number of the Peope of God.

From theforma paint of view | have divided the bodk into threeparts:

In the first part - THE AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN IN TODAY'S WORLD - | describe the
term .. committed Christian™, his pogition in the Church and hismission in today's world.

In the second part - THE CHRISTIANIZATION OF THE SECULAR WORLD - | highlight
the importance of the Christianization of the seaular professons and describe spedfic Christian
fedures of different secular professons.

In the third part - BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE FEDERATION OF SLOVAK
CHRISTIAN INTELLECTUALS (USKI) - | present the national organization d Christian
Intell ectuals from the position d its chairman, as well as the efforts of this organization to
form committed Christiansin the spirit of the Second Vatican Council.

| address my position and opinion particularly to Christians — non-clerics (laity), who feel co-
respongbility for the tasks and misson of the Church in today's world, and who are deliberately
engaged as Chrigt's missonaries in the seaular sphere of socid life. Readion to this common topic
is expeded from them.

At the beginning | would like to take the oppatunity to expressmy thankfulnessto dl who
helped mein my endeavour.

In the first placel offer heatfelt thanks to my wife Olga for all her dedication, inspiration
and her contribution as co-author. Not a single chapter was worked out without her idess,
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